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Dr W (Bill) L Barrett (1937-2009)

A former chairman of the BDA, Dr Bill Barrett is best
remembered for advancing quarry geology and its
associated exploration drilling

SiLL BAMMETT, aged 72, passed away on November
¥, 4008, He wars a gemilaman in the true sense of the
word - 4 modest man, but ane whode schievements
theoughout hés e and camesr were remarkable,

A renewned minersl resounces gealoglst and pas:
chairman of the British Dvilling Associasion (BOA), Bill
recrustid, rained ard encouraged mary young
geologisis, and lakd doswn the fsundetians of the
fuiny geclogy professian

Bam on June 10, 1937, in Fort Partal, Uganda, Bill
wad the second som of Sidney amd Pita Barmett, anc
apent his early days an thalr tea and rolfes
plamtation, revelling in the wealth of birds, animals
anid nature that serpanded Bim,

Schoaling vaas in Kenya, at the Dulke ol Yok Public
School bn Nairobl, where ha captaired the oricket,
hrackey and shoating feams, and also attained the
rank of Cader Commancnr in the Combined Cadet
Farce.

Afier achieving flve A-Livils, Bl went on (having
turmed ciown 3 place st
Cambridged tn Aberysawyth

Wﬁ% an "Inn[maff'h" !
pioneering days,

Bill relished the

honours degeea in geology and
a pastgraduste diploma In
mitropaleontology, it was

Feturming 1o Kilembe Mines in May
19370, Bill Became chied geclogist and
there he emained until the palitical
and economic climate became boa -
unstable under idi Amin, In 1973, the
family was once more packed-up and
maved (o the L. [f tempted to
reminisce, Bill and st weould =l of
the long and anfucus jpoumaey they
inderinok acras the mauntang o
eurape the dangerous political
situation in the country at that time:

Bl joired Tarmac Quarry Products (i
hane V974 &y ity first peological manager,
aral stayed there for over 25 years until his
retirement in 2000, shartly bofore the Angle
American takeaver.

InTarmac’s plonesdng days, Bill relished the
challenge and led the way when quany gealogy
v in Ity infancy. As the company gorw at a

phenomenal fmate in the late
=5 iy 19708 &t B, Tarmac neled
] wery haawily on &ill's
| udgement throughout
MLIMESTEIS A0 isstions,
| takecvers and mergers, As the
o woridad increased, he

W varens challengeand - :;1@1"““'”,?;:;“ i
| nd set up-a
Bl could nat be kept away IE& th!' way WH'!“ range of tyrterma, procedurss
lenem his 'hameland far long and | and techniques, which are stil

retuirnad bo Africs n 1961,
where [Sabe jained bam and
thiey were masried in 1267 at
Wik Cathediral im Fort Parial
They were the proud reciplents of 3 royal white
cowskin drum as & wediding peesent fram the local
kinup

Employment was taken up with Kilembe Copper
Mines n Uganeda, initially as a field geologist, which
enabled Bl to undertake varlous expeditionsto
different parts of the country and, across the border,
ingo the Congo. Within seven yess, ba mse to senior
ming gecsogesl, had thee childmen - Mard-Andes
and Gill - and enjoyed countless safaris and camping
trips into the game reserves, all of which he
tharpuighly snjoymd,

Bl znd Mabal wers able 1o stay clesd b his
moihar in Ugands until Cotober 1968, when he
decided he needed to study just 3 little-bit more, and
he moved the farmily to the UK while:he abiained a
doctorate in gealagy at the University of Leeds,

incredibly. Bill managed to camplets his PR
ihasts on the stratigrapky, itructus and
mineraksation of the southeast pan of tha
Fuwenzor Mountaing (Mountsins of the Moon,
dganeal in TE manths, instead of the mane ueual
Hree to faur-year petiog, Sadly, however, his motber
pased away mist after be left for Leads
in 156H,

quarry geology -
was in its infancy‘.’?

used and fine-tuned today.

Bill st U an fr-hause
drilling team, Midieids
Geotechnical, which became
the envy of the industry and added specialist moles
such as geotechnical engineers and hydrologists to
the department. His interest in drilling led 1o

Tarmac. He made & positive conbribution on a varety
af comimittess and argandations, siach as the
Acbvisory Comemittes of the Brithh Géslogical Survey,
the Mineral Industry Aesearch Organisation and the
EIMA. He was also an external exarmines on jhe
midtiers course in applied geclogy at Lscesier
University

In particular, Bill was a founder mernber of the
Extractive Industry Geology conference. and gave &
thoudhi-provoking falk on the guarrying of
limestone at the first conference at the headguaess
of The Geslogical Saclety In 1978, He wenit on ta
become chairman of the organsing:commiites for
the 1989 gvent, held at Birmingham University,

These bi-annual conferences have gone from
strength 1o strength and, evan in his retiremant and

him becomang the tieth chainman despite poor health, Bill stil

of the BDA [1987-831, where he & g managed toactasa

abways endared that matiers Bi" EI“’E“ camespanding member on the
s eporsbitiorwy  Wasindeeda. | commonnitguedno
Tarmac I;n eatended overieas rmllarhhlﬂ athvice, comments and opinions,
Irita Marth fmerica, the Mididle The committes s proposng i
East and Europe, so he sarned i man. HE made issiie the proceadings of 1he
speak both French and Germanto @ fMpression Cardliff 2008 conlenence in his

4 high standard. He ke the memioey, with i suitable

fitthe challersges assoclated with on !I'II:I nurtu rEd dedication.

this wark - llyiag through a
thurderstomm in a light alrcrafy in
America of sating ducks fest in
Chana

Perhaps the one thing he would have been most
proud of {apart from, of course, his family) wes the
recniltment and training of o many yaung
gechoglas Many arir ndw spread thiawghout the
inclusiry - he gave tharm the skills and canfidence ta
Progress oA, maryy [ attain seniar moles

Bl influsnce extended beyand his rols with

s0 many people”

Bell Barrem was indeed a
rerrarkable man. He made an
Irnpression on aed Aurtued w
many peaple, He sdvanced beth guarry paciady and
s associated expletation dillling, His
tomparsanship, whidom and good pdgement will
b soepdy missed,

Crwmpileg’ hy Paud Breveer (Pl Breveer Genloglon!
Senvices], Brian Stiinger (B Aatisnnr secrefan and
i Plgeaft ¢REIA ellvevrar]



